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Tracy Cross, Solicitor

TRACY CROSS, SOLICITOR IN OUR FAMILY DEPT
explains the meaning of the new form of alternative dispute resolution - COLLABORATIVE FAMILY LAW?
Collaborative Family Law is a relatively new form of alternative dispute resolution, which is now becoming more widely available in the UK for divorcing and separating couples. Many specialist family lawyers are now training as Collaborative Family Lawyers in order to offer this service ancillary to their, currently, more usual practice of traditional family law.

It seems that Collaborative Family Law practice offers considerable benefits not only to the client but also to the lawyers involved.  Because this is a form of alternative dispute resolution, the whole approach is far less adversarial in nature.  This makes for a more positive experience for all involved in the process.

Each party is represented by a trained collaborative lawyer, and a contract to collaborate is signed. That means an agreement not to go to court.  If the process does break down for whatever reason, then each party must start with a new lawyer.  

This is a huge incentive once in this process to see it through and find a resolution.  

The process is driven by the client rather than by the lawyers or the court.  As a result clients feel  more in control of the outcome, with the lawyers providing advice and acting as guides.

The emphasis of the collaborative process is that there must be honesty and openness with each other throughout the process.  

By dealing with matters in this way, the whole process should be quicker, less emotionally painful and stressful and much cheaper than the traditional litigation based approach.
